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Finding sources for an Annotated Bibliography 
 

 
1. Reference works:  Gain an understanding of your topic if you are not familiar 

with it.  Reference works such as dictionaries and Encyclopedias can be helpful 
to find out background information on your topic and give you keywords. 

 
2. Keywords:  Think of a few keywords that you will use in your search. 

 
3. Find journal articles:  Use pick-a-topic to narrow down the databases to search.  

PsychArticles, JSTOR and, ERIC, Academic Search Elite are some good general 
databases. 

 
4. Refining your search:  You may have to narrow or broaden your search 

depending on the number of hits you get.  Use techniques like truncating, using 
an abstract search, using a descriptor search. 

 
5. CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭ-text:  Click on Journal Holdings and find the list of 

print journals.  That will tell you what we have here at the Ham Library in print.  
Use the electronic title search to see if a journal is full-text in a database that we 
ƻǿƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƭƻŀƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ 

 
6. Need help?:   !ǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǎŜŜ ŀ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

are here for. 


